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The sultry sunsets. t~ crickets and the 
calendar-all say that this is mid­
summer. But to us in show business. 
it's the beginning of the year. 

* * * * Traditionally, the new show season 
starts at this time with great pictures. 
And M-G-M expects to have the win­
ners. Let us mention just three and 
then judge for yourself. 

* * * * First of the exciting 
M-G-M entertain­
ments will be "The 
Next Voice You 
Hear ... " This. as 
perhaps you've 
heard. is the new 
and unusual film from the men who 
made "Battleground" so memorable. 
producer Dore Schary and director 
William A. Wellman. 

* * * * "The Next Voice You. Hear ... " tells 
of what happened to the world one 
night at 8:30. A voice was heard on the 
radio in every land and every language. 
What was said and what it meant in the 
life of Joe Smith. American (and his 
family) is the theme of this amazing 

movie. * * * * 
Next on M-G-M's 
roster of hits is a 
dazzling Technicolor 
musical t hat tells 
the li fe-story and 
sings the lilting 
songs of Tin Pan 
Alley's famous tune­
smiths, Kalmar and 
Ruby. It's called 
" Three Littl e 
Words" after one 
of their wonderful 
songs. 
• . * * * 

It's played by Fred and Red. which 
_means Astaire and Skelton, of course. 
They dance and romance with lovely · 
Vera-Ellen and Arlene Dahl. And to 
put .it in three little words- they 
amaze you. 

* * * *· And finally (for 
space permits of no 
more!) we want to 
apprise you of a pic­
ture event. It can be 

will present "The 
Miniver Story", the 
seq uel to Academy Award winning 
"Mrs. Miniver" which was one of the 
best-loved pictures of the last decade. 

* * * * Here are the further adventures of the 
gay, charming, spirited Minivers por­
trayed by the stars who created the 
original roles, Greer Garson and Walter 

Pidgeon. You'll love 
them! 

* * * * This is the auspicious 
start of the new enter­
tainment year. And it 
seems to us a happy 
new year indeed! 
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is the Champ" 

'°" ~\t, V~c/M 
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good grooming 
and healthier 

handsomer hair 
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DESTROYING* JERIS HAS 

THIS FRESH, CLEAN-SCENTED 

MASCUUNEFRAGRANCE 

Only JERIS brings you: 1. Greaseless 
good groomirig. 2.Healthier. handsomer 

· hair. 3. Sculp-stim11latio11: Daily JERIS 
massage helps promote healthy hair 
growth, relieves dry scalp, excessive fall­
ing hair. 4. Destroys dandruff germs* 011 
co11tact. s. Exclusive masculine fra­
grance: .Daily use leaves hair clean­
scented. Get J ER IS today at drug 
counters - professional applications at 
barber shops everywhere. JERIS Hair 
Tonic won't discolor coat collars, can't 
soil shirts, stain hats or upholstery. 

JERIS 
ANTISEPTIC 

BAIR TONIC 
* Pityrosporum ovale, which 
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The great new 

protein cereal that helps you have 

a fine body 

No other well-known 
cereal, hot or cold, is 
so rich in protein­
the master body­
builder. 

' 

ENJOY KELLOGG'S CORN - SOYA 
THE NEW TOASTY-TASTING CEREAL 
WITH THE HIGH PROTEIN FACTOR 

You never heard a cereal promise so much before. 
That's because there's never been a cereal 

like Com-Soya before. This is the new protein 
cereal. Protein, the master body-builder. Pro­
tein that's life and growth and strength itself. 

Oh, Corn-Soya is rich in B vitamins and iron 
and energy value, too. And makes wonderful 
eating. But here's the point: no other well­
known cereal, hot or cold, is so rich in protein. 
Complete, high-quality protein when served 
with milk. 

Corn-Soya is Kellogg's contribution to the 
future growth and well-being of this country. 

It can help you have a fine body now. 

FLYING 
SAUCERS '-

Many people saucers 

MYTH OR 
Are they visitors from an other planet, Russian or U.S. 

secret weapons, or only war-of-nerves hallucinations? 

Here's an authoritative answer -

By BRUCE BLIVEN 
Author o.f The J\!fen 117ho Malce the Fuwre 

FOR three years the papers have 
been filled with reports from 

people who claim to have seen 
"flying saucers" in the sky. Most of 
the reports have come from aver­
age, ordinary Americans. but a 
few have originated with highly 
trained Army, Navy or Air Force 
personnel. Though a majority of 
the stories have come from people 
on the grounds, some observers 
were themselves in aircraft. and in 
a few cases, very close indeed to 
the flyin g object they reported. 

What lies behind all these 
stories? Are the flying saucers 
real? 

I do not have any confidential 
information from high military 
sources, and if I did, I wouldn't, of 
course, be allowed to reveal it. But 
after reviewing all the available 
evidence in the light of known sci­
entific data the facts seem to lead 
to inescapable conclusions. 

How It Started 
The big scare began three years 

ago, on a June day in 1947. Ken­
neth Arnold, an experienced pilot 
of Boise, Idaho, was flying his own 
plane in the vicinity of Mt. Rain­
ier, in the state of Washington. He 
saw "a terrific bl ue flash" go past, 

and perceived nine peculiar tail­
less objects rapidly approaching 
Mt. Rainier. They were, he said, 
about 23 miles away, and 100 feet 
across- a remarkably precise re­
port, considering that any object 
100 feet in diameter would be 
hardly more than a speck at a dis­
tance of 23 miles. When he landed 
(he had been out looking for a 
missing Marine plane), h e told his 
friends what he had seen, and the 
story reached the newspapers. Re­
porters interviewed him and asked 
what the motion of these objects 
was like. Mr. Arnold said that it 
was irregular, "like you took a 
saucer and threw it across the 
water." The newspapermen mis­
understood him, called the objects 
"flying sau cers," and a famous 
phrase was born. 

Others Saw Them Too 
No sooner had Arnold's story 

been printed than other people be­
gan to see flying saucers too. Up to 
date there have been at least 400 
such reports. The number of flying 
objects varies as a rule from one to 
10; the color is almost always sil­
ver or aluminum; the speed is 
usually great, up to 500 miles an 
hour, or even faster. Frequently, 



are really experimental planes like this Navy model, but authorities say No. 
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the objects seem to hover, or to 
move in all directions, vertically 
or laterally, like a darting insect. 
Some people have mentioned a 
hissing sound, or flashes of light 
which may be blue, white or pur­
plish. While most observers have 
described a thickened disk, others 
have talked of a cigar-shaped 
wingless object. 

One Man Was Killed 
At least one man has been killed 

chasing a flying saucer. On J an. 7, 
1948, a strange object was seen 

? hovering over a U. S. Air Force 
base at Fort Knox, Ky. It was pur­
sued by three fighter planes. one 
of which was piloted by Captain 
Thomas F. Mantell, who had flown 
in the war and had 3,000 air how·s 
to his credit. He reported by radio 
that he was chasing the object, 
which "looks metallic and is of 
tremendous size." He said it was 
moving at his speed. 360 miles an 
hour, or faster. It was rising. and 
the fighters had no oxygen equip­
ment. At 18,000 feet , all the planes 
but Captain Mantell's tw·ned back. 
At 20,000 feet he reported that he 
was "going to 25,000- if no closer, 
will abandon search." He never 
reported again; his plane crashed, 
its parts being scattered around an 
area covering half a mile. The in­
struments indicated it had gone as 
high as 30,000 feet. and it is consid­
ered probable that Captain Man­
tell blacked out from lack of oxy­
gen befoz:e his plane reached that 
height. Presumably he never re­
gained consciousness, or not in 
time to prevent the crash. Some 
writers have suggested that his 

plane disintegrated in the air, 
hinting that the flying saucer shot 
some sort of death ray at him, but 
there is no eviden ce that this is 
true. 

I could fill this whole issue of 
LOOK wi h the dcinihd rc.:>orts of 
people who claim to hav:?> s-e..:n Oy ­
ing saucers. but a f:;)w other s<m1-
ples will have to suffice. 

Douglas Ghourley. oi Laguna 
Beach. Cali£ .. who was an anti-air­
craft cbserver in the war, saw 
eight objects in the air, about three 
o'clock one afternoon. going about 
150 miles an hour at 2,000 feet and 
heading out to sea. 

A Flaming Projectile 
Commander Robert B. McLaugh­

lin. USN, saw an object in the sky 
over the White Sands Proving 
Ground, N. M .. which he calcu­
lated to be 105 feet in diameter 
and to be moving faster than the 
speed of sound, which is roughly 
700 miles per hour at the height 
indicated. A diameter of 105 feet is 
a notable figure for two reasons: it 
is an amazingly definite statement 
about something in the sky, mov­
ing at 700 miles per hour, and it 
coincides precisely with the diam­
eter of an alleged secret, new-type 
airplane, described some time later 
by the magazine U. S. News and 
World Report. 

At 1: 45 a.m. on July 24, 1948, a 
"strange flaming" object was seen 
by observers at a U. S. Air F orce 
base at Macon, Ga. It was de­
scribed as "a huge, projectile-like 
craft" traveling at high speed and 
trailing "a vari-colored exhaust." 
An hour later, an Eastern Airlines 

(Continued on next page) 

SEAT COVERS 

SARAN 
When you add up all the advantages 
you get in seat covers of Suskana Sarao, 
you know they're a prize catch! You 'll 
find these color-bright beauties un­
matched in perfo;mance and dur­
ability. For Suskana Saran resists dirt, 
stains, scuffing, fading and constant 
wear . .. requires very little care to 
keep it fresh and beautiful as new. 
Seat covers of Suskaaa Saran-pre­
tailored or custom-made-give your 
car rugged new beauty that welcomes 
small fry, pets and paraphernalia! 

Your dealer will show you the haad­
some Suskana Saran patterns. He's 
listed in · the auto seat cover section 
of your classified telephone directory. 

*SUSKANA fabrics for Auto Seat Covers, Up­
holstery, Men's W...,r, Wom111·s W1ar, Nuluies, 
Prims on Vinylite. 



Only selected cuts of tender beef and juicy pork 
are good enough for America's favorite franks 

--------------------

~i?J ~1H11ilbl !Nnis 
,l'e fPilhQl'f ll'bJ/ lllettl;/_ 

The first juicy bite tells you that 
theseplump, tenderlinksaremeat 
of dinner quality. Exp ertly, deli­
cately seasoned to assure the same 
delicious flavor every time. And 
just as rich in hi~h-quality pro-

teins as more costly cuts. For only 
Swift's finest meats are labeled 
SWIFT'S PREMIUM. Packed 8 
to 10 to the pound, these favorite 
franks are made fresh daily in spot­
less kitchens from coast to coast. 

FLYING 
SAUCERS 

continued 

Three years ago Kenneth Arnold, civilian pilot, sighted flying disks in 
Washington state. His report set off a whole series of saucer stories. 

The report of the _ "Mexican 
midgets" was never verified 

DC-3, in :flight west of Montgom­
ery, Ala., encountered what may 
have been the same object. P ilots 
Clarence S. Chiles and John B. 
Whitted said that it was about 100 
feet long, cigar- shaped. wingless, 
and seemed to have a very brightly 
lighted interior. There was "an in­
tense dark blue glow" aiong the 
entire length of the ship , and a 
red- orange exhaust flame in the 
rear, extending 30 to 50 feet. The 
speed was estimated at 500 to 700 
miles per hour. Most of the pas­
sengers were asleep, but one of 
them, Clarence McKel vie of Co­
l um bus, 0 ., said he had seen a bril­
liant streak of light flash past his 
window. 

Dr. Craig Hunter, of Berkeley 
Springs, W. Va .. saw a flying saucer 
close to the earth. He was driving 
between Clearfield and Penfield, 
both in P ennsylvania. and heard a 
"hissing, whistling sound." He 
looked up and saw "a circular ob­
ject," between 250 and 400 feet 
above him, traveling northwest. 
He says it was 150 feet in circum­
ference, in three concentric circles 
which were rotating, two of them 
apparently in opposite directions. 
At the center it was "fifteen to 
twenty feet thick" and the speed 
was "60 to 70 miles per hour." The 
noise suggested to him rocket pro­
pulsion. 

Stra nge Visitors 
Early in 1950, reports were cir­

culated that a flying saucer had 
crashed on a mountainside in Mex­
ico, and that it contained the 
bodies of two "intelligent beings," 
three feet tall. According to some 
reports these creatures were "cov­
ered with hair," and according to 
others, they had "down on their 
faces." The origin of this story ap­
pears to have been a salesman in 
Los Angeles who, in the course of 

a convivial evening, told it to a 
perhaps overcredulous newspa­
perman. The salesman later denied 
that he had seen the crashed ob­
ject himself; he had just heard 
about it. Nobody has been able to 
trace the story even one step ·far­
ther back. 

They Saw Something 
The 400 or 500 people who have 

r eported seeing flying saucers ob­
viously perceived something, or 
think they did. Did they see visit­
ors from another planet? Military 
aircraft flown from Russia? Secret 
experiments of the U.S.? Did they 
misinterpret ordinary phenome­
na, such as conventional airplanes, 
balloons. birds, stars or meteors? 
Or were these obj ects wholly im-· 
aginairy? Let us consider these 
various hypotheses one by one. 

Are the 'flying saucers visitors 
from another planet or a star? A 
writer in a recent issue of a popu­
lar magazine says firmly that they 
are. He reports that the earth has 
been under systematic close range 
examination by "living, intelligent 
observers from another planet" for 
the past 175 years. He adds further 
that this activity has greatly in­
creased in the last two years, and 
that the objects used for this ob­
servation are the same as the vari­
ous types of flying saucers that 
have been reported. The editors of 
the magazine say "we can docu­
ment every occurrence reported 
here," and that these conclusions 
"are logical and reasonable in the 
light of the full facts [and] have 
long since been fully accepted by 
informed authorities." But if the 
magazine has any evidence about 
interplanetary visitors, it is keep­
ing such evidence to itself, and 
thus bottlir:ig up what would seem 
to be the greatest news story of all 
t ime. To support the statement 
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.. 
that we have been observed for 
175 years, the magazine says that 
reports of strange objects in the 
sky have been going on that long. 
The author of the article thinks the 
intelligent visitors could come 
from a planet of the star Wolf 359, 
which is eightlight years away. (A 
light year, you remember, is the 
distance light travels in a year at 
a speed of 186,000 miles per sec­
ond.) In other words, Wolf 359 
is about 46,900,000,000,000 miles 
away. Even if the space ship trav­
eled 2,000 miles an hour, the visi­
tors would require about 2,600,000 
years to reach the earth. 

All available scientific evidence 
is against the theory of interplane­
tary visitors. The notion that some 
sort of space ship could come 
within a few hundred feet of the 
ground, hover for a while and then 
take off again with a standing start 
from a point in the air, at seven 
miles per second (the speed re­
quired to break out of the gravita­
tional pull of the earth), strains 
credulity far beyond the breaking 
point. 

Planets Not Inhabited 
So far as astronomers know, 

there is no reliable evidence of 
organic life on the planets, to say 
nothing of the stars. The djfflcul-

" ties include a lack of atmosphere, 
cold approaching absolute ·zero, 
and heat far above the boiling 
point of water. Geneticists point 
out that the evolution which has 

.. produced mankind on this earth 
has been the result of millions of 
successive random genetic devel­
opments. Even if conditions on the 
other planets were favorable to 

\.- human life, the likelihood of a 
parallel development of "conscious . 
and inquisitive" beings is so small 
that it can be dismissed. It would 
be like a billion-horse parlay. 

The writer of the magazine arti­
cle hints darkly that the v. S. 
armed services know the flying 
saucers come from some hostile 
source, but are so al armed at the 

~ prospect that they are saying noth­
ing to anybody about it. I know 
something about the armed serv­
ices, and I don't believe it. If they 

thought the U nited States was 
t hreaten ed by flying saucers from 
a hostile source, wh ether on this 
planet or somewhere else, they 
would certainly tell the world 
about it-and promptly ask Con­
gress for a lot of money with 
which to offset this menace. 

Do the fiying saucers come from 
Russia? If they do, then we must 
assume that the Russian military 
authorities have gone stark, star­
ing crazy. The first rul e of any war, 
cold or hot, is that you try to keep 
all important military secrets out 
of the hands of real or potential 
enemies. Yet the flying saucers 
have been seen chiefly over Amer­
ican territory. The answer to this 
could be that they are intended for 
observation and espionage. But 
there appears to be no cor relation 
between the places they have been 
seen and American military instal­
lations or other areas of strategic 
importance. Anyhow, the amount 
of valuable espionage that is pos­
sible by hovering briefly over an 
object under study for a few m in­
utes, at a height of hundreds or 
thousands of feet, is almost zero. 

They Aren't Visitors 
Do they come from some other 

power such as Great Britain, 
France, one of th e Scandinavian 
countries, or Brazil? 

This notion is as fantastic as the 
idea that they are Russian, and for 
the same reason. 

Are the fiying saucers a new, 
secret military weapon developed 
by some branch of the United 
States armed forces? Here, ob­
viously, we come much closer to 
the realm of the possible. A recent 
article in U. S. News and World 
Report says flatly that the sau cers 
are real. The magazine describes 
experiments which began in 1942 
under the National Advisory Com­
mittee for Aeronautics. It talks 
about a combination helicopter 
and fast jet plane, with a diameter 

·of 105 feet (Commander McLaugh­
lin, you remember, gave the same 
estimate of diameter) . It says that 
this p lane, development of which 
has been taken over by the Navy, 
has a speed of 400 to 500 mph, can 

(Continued on next page) 

This contraption, found in an abandoned Maryland barn, was tagged by 
an Air Force officer as "definitely the prototype of the flying saucer." 

Thm·Statrr Conlltrllb/t wllb Rtar Engint, by Donald Dtsluy .Assoclalt$ 
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Some observers of flying saucers may have been fooled by the Navy's plastic balloon s, which go aloft to record weather and cosmic ray data. 

human denied that the disks are secret U. S. projects 

rise almost vertically, maneuver 
in any direction by turning its jet 
nozzles or cutting off part of them, 
and can land as slowly as 35 mph. 
The magazine shows photographs 
of some early models of this plane, 
the XF5U. Photographs of a 3,000-
pound scale mo.de!, the V - 173, were 
published four years ago. 

The Columbia Broadcasting Sys­
tem found the original designer of 
the plane referred to, Mr. Charles 
H. Zimmerman, who said that 
while the scale model "made a 
large number of successful fligh ts," 
the plane itself "never flew." It is 
hard to believe that if it, or a later 
prototype, were flying today, Mr. 
Zimmerman wouldn't know it. 

The reports that the U. S. is en­
gaged in secret experiments which 
have given rise to the flyin g-sau cer 
stories, have been denied by Presi­
dent Tr u man (throu gh his press 
secretary, Charles Ross) and by 
leading officers of every branch of 
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the U. S. armed services. They 
have also been denied by leading 
manufacturers of aircraft. 

A plane like the one described 
by U. S. News and World Report 
would requ ire extensive testing 
fields, and flying-saucer reports 
would come from the region of 
these fields much more often than 
from the rest of the country. Ac­
tually, however, t he reports follow 
a random pattern all over the 
whole country. 

No secret as big as this could be 
kept, or has ever been kept. Even 
in wartime, with the emph asis on 
security-mindedness and the spe­
cial wartime powers of the gov­
ernment, the atomic-bomb secret 
was not fully kept. 

Are the fiying saucers the result 
of mistaken identity and mass sug­
gestibility? 

The U. S. Air Force thinks the 
answer to t his question is Yes. 

Shortly after the first flying sau-

cers were reported, the Air Force 
set up "Project Saucer." Since then 
it has investigated 375 of these re­
ports, or nearly all of them that 
were known up to Jan. 1, 1959, 
when "Project Saucer" was closed 
down. 

Its investigations have been pa­
tient, plodding and thorough. Un­
der orders from Gen. Carl Spaatz, 
then Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force, teams of astronomers, me­
teorologists, physicists, psycholo­
gists and electronics engineers 
were put into th e field. Witn esses 
were questioned exhaustively , the 
terrain involved was examined, 
weather conditions and astron omi­
cal facts were recorded. The result 
was described for CBS by Maj. 
Gen. William F. McKee, Assistant 
Vice-Chief of Staff, United States 
Air Force, who said: 

"It had been suggested that what 
people had actu ally been seeing is 
the result of some of our own se-

cret experiments, guided missiles 
or new types of planes or flying 
weapons. This is emphaticaL.y not 
the case. None of the three mili­
tary departments nor any other 
agency in government is conduct­
ing experiments, classified (secret) 
or other wise, with disk-shaped fly­
ing objects which could be a basis 
for the reported ph enomena." 

If people haven't been seeing 
flying saucers, what have they 
been seeing? Naturally, nobody 
can answer this question defini­
tively, bu t here are some well in­
formed guesses made by the Air 
Force and others. The following 
are some actual objects which may 
have been seen: 

Conventional aircraft. An air­
plan e at a distance, especially with 
sunlight glancing off its fuselage, 
could look like almost anything. 
The same is true of a plane at night, 
with illumination of its exhaust. 

Weather balloons. It is of cou rse 
(Continued on page 18) 
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For more jTtn get a personal 
- for more performance 
get a Philco 631. 
AC-DC or battery operated. 

$34.95* less batteries. 

In performance/ 
in beauf>J • 1n power . .. 

NO OTHER "PERSONA[ 
CAN MATCH IT 

For you from Philco - an entirely new kind of 
Personal Radio-with the amazing MAGNECOR 
a erial permanently contained in the cabinet. 

On the beach-on your bedside cable-in your auco 
or tucked away in your suitcase-no radio is more at 
home in more places than chis beautiful Jiccle Philco. 
Little ? To be sure! Handy and compact, coo. Bue 
with a rich, fuJJ-chroaced "voice" you expect only 
in radios far larger. 
And ic has the amazing Magnecor coo! . . . The new 
kind of aerial chat stays out of sight inside che cabinet. 
No unhandy, unsighcly lids, loops or rods co raise. 
See chis newest and finest of personal radios ac your 
Philco dealer's. Hear it- compare it-you'll agree­
here' s the finest performing 3-way "personal" 
ever built! 

18 

*Prices slightly higher in South and West 

CHO ICE OF 6 

BEAUTIFUL COLORS 

MAROON TEAL GREEN 

CINNABAR RED 

CARIBBEAN BLUE 

SPANISH SAND NILE GREEN 

~ 
NO lids to lift 

NO loops to raise 

~ 
NO rods to exte nd 

FLYING SAUCERS continued 

Why haven't flying saucers 
been visible to everybody? 

easy to mistake a globe in the sky 
for a disk. Weather balloons are 
sometimes sent aloft in an attached 
series of as many as four. 

Radar target balloons. These bal­
loons dan gle below them an a lumi­
num-colored target, usually hex­
agonal, which could be though t 
to be saucer- shaped. Any spin­
ning object, of course, would seem 
round, no matter what its shape. 

'Birds in flight. Comment unnec-
essary. . 

Meteors or stars. Comment un ­
necessary. 

Other meteorological phenome­
na, such as sunlight on water 
vapor or snow crystals in the up­
per atmosphere. 

Wh~t Did They See? 
Trained observers are not im­

pressed by reports, no matter who 
makes them, which give the exact 
height, size and distance of an un­
familiar object in the sky. It is im­
possible to estimate any two of 
these things with the eye alone, 
unless you know the third. Nobody 
without complicated instruments 
can tell whether an object is far 
away, large and going fast, or 
nearby, small and going slow. 

Cameras are not subject to the 
human frailty of suggestibility; 
they have no imagination. As far 
as I can learn, nobody who has 
seen a flying saucer has taken a 
picture of it which is clearly a 
disk-shaped object and not some­
thing else. It is al so significant, not 
that flying saucers have been seen 
by as many as 400 or 500 observer s, 
but that they have been seen by so 
few . Any genuine phenomenon in 
the sky, an unusual condition of 
the moon, a striking sunset , even 
a plane in trouble, over a well­
populated area, is almost invaria­
bly seen by hundreds or thou­
sands, not merely by one, or by a 
little handful of observers. 

Every elementary textbook on 
psychology is full of cases proving 

Flying saucer gags include a hat, 
worn by singer Marguerite Piazza. 

the complete unreliability of the 
human senses. A favorite trick in 
college psychology classes is to 
stage a mock fight in the classroom 
and then ask the other people pres­
ent to describe the details. Their 
stories will vary so completely that 
it is impossible to believe they are 
talking about the same thing. In 
the witchcraft trials in Salem, 
there wer e plenty of good, honest, 
pious folk who swore, with a hu­
man life at stake, that they had 
seen the alleged witch riding 
through the air on a broomstick. 

Thousands of alleged religious 
miracles have been investigated by 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
ruled to be mere hallucinations, 
the result of mass suggestion. 
All too familiar are the sea ser­
pents seen at seaside resorts, the 
people who saw the Loch Ness 
monster, sailors' stories of mer­
maids or the Flying Dutchman. 

Peop le Can Be Fooled 
Anybody who looks at the sun 

and then looks away, sees an "after 
image." Usually it lasts only a few 
seconds but in some cases, it may 
linger for several days. This after­
image is in two phases, a .positive 
and a negative, in the second of 
which, light and dark are reversed. 
A person who was experiencing an 
after- image of the sun might read­
ily think he was seeing an alumi­
num disk in the sky. 

In saying all this, I am of course 
not impugning the honesty of the 
400 or 500 Americans who say they 
have seen flying saucers. While a 
small minority of them may be 
pranksters or publicity seekers, I 
am sure that the great majority 
are perfectly honest. Neither do I 
say that there are no flying sau­
cers. As I said at the beginning, I 
merely observe that scientific prob­
ability runs very heavily against 
them; and that scientific probabil­
ity is the best guide we have, or 
can possibly have, to the truth. 

END 
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University of Houston students do 
not take the saucers too seriously. 

l 

r 

r 

.. 

. ... 



For more /rm get a personal 
- for more pgrjormance 
get a Philco 631. 
AC-DC or battery operated. 

$34.9 5 * less batteries.
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In performance/ 
in beauty, in power . .. 

NO OTHER "PERSONA£' 
CAN MATCH IT 

For you from Philco - an e ntirely new kind of 
Pe rsonal Radio-with the amazing MAGNECOR 
aerial permanently contained in the cabinet. 

On the beach - on your bedside cable-in your auro 
or rucked away in your suircase-no radio is more at 
home in more places than chis beauriful lirrle Philco. 

Lirrle ? To be sure! Handy and compaa, coo. But 
with a rich, full-throared "voice" you expea only 
in radios far larger. 

And ic has the amazing Magnecor coo! . . . The new 
kind of aerial char srays our of sighr inside rhe cabiner. 
No unhandy, unsightly lids, loops or rods co raise. 

See chis newesr and finest of personal radios ar your 
Philco dealer's. Hear ir-compare ir-you'll agree­
here ' s rhe finesr performing 3-way "personal" 
ever builr ! 

*Prices slightly higher in South and !Vest 

~ 
NO lids to lift 

NO loops to raise 

~ 
NO rods to e xtend 
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BEAUTI FUL COLORS 

MAROON TEAL GREEN 

CINNABAR RED 

CARIBBEAN BLUE 
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FLYING SAUCERS continued 

Why haven't flying saucers 
been visible to everybody? 

easy to mistake a globe in the sky 
for a disk. Weather balloons are 
sometimes sent aloft in an attached 
series of as many as four. 

Radar target balloons. These bal­
loons dangle below them an alumi­
num-colored target, usually hex­
agonal, which could be thought 
to be saucer- shaped. Any spin­
ning object, of course, would seem 
round, no matter what its shape. 

'Birds in fl.i ght. Comment unnec-
essary. . 

Meteors or stars. Comment un­
necessary. 

Other meteorological phenome­
na, such as sunlight on water 
vapor or snow crystals in the up­
per atmosphere. 

Wh~t Did They See? 
Trained ·observers are not im­

pressed by reports, no matter who 
makes them, which give the exact 
height, size and distance of an un­
familiar object in the sky. It is im­
possible to estimate any two of 
these things with the eye alone, 
unless you know the third. Nobody 
without complicated instruments 
can tell whether an object is far 
away, large and going fast, or 
nearby, small and going slow. 

Cameras are not subject to the 
human frailty of suggestibility; 
they have no imagination. As far 
as I can learn, nobody who has 
seen a flying saucer has taken a 
picture of it which is clearly a 
disk-shaped object and not some­
thing else. It is also significant, not 
that flying saucers have been seen 
by as many as 400 or 500 observers, 
but that they have been seen by so 
few. Any genuine phenomenon in 
the sky, an unusual condition of 
the moon, a striking sunset, even 
a plane in trouble, over a well­
populated area, is almost invaria­
bly seen by hundreds or thou­
sands, not merely by one, or by a 
little handful of observers. 

Every elementary textbook on 
psychology is full of cases proving 

Flying saucer gags include a hat, 
worn by singer Marguerite Piazza. 

the complete unreliability of the 
human senses. A favorite trick in 
college psychology classes is to 
stage a mock fight in the classroom 
and then ask the other people pres­
ent to describe the details. Their 
stories will vary so completely that 
it is impossible to believe they are 
talking about the same thing. In 
the witchcraft trials in Salem, 
there were plenty of good, honest, 
pious folk who swore, with a hu­
man life at stake, that they had 
seen the alleged witch riding 
through the air on a broomstick. 

Thousands of alleged religious 
miracles have been investigated by 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
ruled to be mere hallucinations, 
the result of mass suggestion. 
All too familiar are the sea ser­
pents seen at seaside resorts, the 
people who saw the Loch Ness 
monster, sailors' stories of mer­
maids or the Flying Dutchman. 

People Can Be Fooled 
Anybody who looks at the sun 

and then looks away, sees an "after 
image." Usually it lasts only a few 
seconds but in some cases, it may 
linger for several days. This after­
image is in two phases, a .positive 
and a negative, in the second of 
which , light and dark are reversed. 
A person who was experiencing an 
after-image of the sun might read­
ily think he was seeing an alumi­
num disk in the sky. 

In saying all this, I am of course 
not impugning the honesty of the 
400 or 500 Americans who say they 
have seen flying saucers. While a 
small minority of them may be 
pranksters or p ublicity seekers, I 
am sure that the great majority 
are perfectly honest. Neither do I 
say that there are no flying sau ­
cers. As I said at the beginning, I 
merely observe that scientific prob­
ability runs very heavily against 
them; and that scientific probabil­
ity is the best guide we have, or 
can possibly have, to the truth. 

END 
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University of Houston students do 
not take the saucers too seriously. 
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